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Special points of interest: 
 

√ Check your child’s agenda 

book each day. 

 

√ Drop off your child after 

7:45am. 
 

√ Arrive before 

8:15am or your child 

will be counted tardy.   
Late arrivals must be 

signed in by an adult. 
 
 

√ Send us a note about 

changes in transportation, 

illness, and/or contact infor-

mation. 

 

√ Students will not be 

dismissed from the of-

fice after 2:15 unless a 

note has been sent in 

stating they have an   

appointment. 

Hooray! Daylight Savings Time is on the way!!! With spring 
around the corner, the warmer (and hopefully dryer) weather 
and longer days brings opportunity to enjoy more outdoor ac-
tivities, exercise, and time to observe nature blossoming 
around us.  Remember to turn your  clocks forward one hour 
on Sunday, March 10th.    

Speaking of weather, due to Wicomico County Public Schools being closed for inclem-

ent weather conditions on January 14th  and February 20th, Wicomico stu-

dents will now be in school on two of the designated makeup days in this 

school year’s calendar. Thursday, June 13th and Friday, June 14th are now 

school days. Schools will dismiss two hours early on June 12th, 13th, and 14th.  

June 10th and 11th will now be full instructional days.  Report cards will be 

mailed on June 20th. If there will be another weather closing day prior to March 15th, 

then the third designated makeup day in the calendar, March 15th (Professional Day), 

would become a normal school attendance day for students.  

Progress reports will go home on Friday, March 1st, and Term 3 report cards will go 
home Wednesday, April 10th.  The end of Term 3 is April 4th, so if your child has 
any make-up work to turn in, please strive to have them turn it in on time so that 
they may get credit for this term.   

Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss!!!  Saturday, March 2nd is Dr Seuss’s birthday.  This 
year our students and staff will be celebrating this children’s author and 
his many books filled with whimsically stated words of wisdom on Mon-
day March 4th with Wear Red, White and Black Day!  These colors 
are in honor of one of Dr. Seuss’s most popular characters, the Cat in the 
Hat.  Please refer to the flyer previously sent home with your child regard-
ing this day of celebration for further details on this event.  Be sure to 

view the back pages of our newsletter for more dates and details regarding March 
school-based events.      

AND THE WINNER IS . . . Very special congratulations goes out to Mrs. 

Stacey Phillips.  She has been selected as Wonderful Willards’ Semi-

Finalist nominee for Wicomico County’s 2019-2020 Teacher of the Year.  

We appreciate the many teacher nominations from parents, students and staff this 

year.  We are so proud of our many awesome teachers at Willards.  We also appreciate 

the fact that Mrs. Phillips instructional expertise and dedication to her students and 

school community has been recognized by others!  We know that she will represent 

Willards Elementary School well at this year’s Teacher of the Year Banquet on the 

evening of March 28th.   We are CHEERING YOU ON Stacey Phillips!!!  

 
 

Have a Marvelous March!    

Mrs. Nicholson  

Principal  

 



 

 

Pre Kindergarten 

Kindergarten 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 

First Grade 

We are excited to be half way through the third term.  
During the month of March, we will be reading and explor-
ing humorous stories; as well as focusing on the author Mo 
Willems.  During writer’s workshop, students will continue 
to work on opinion writing. In math, students will practice 
addition and subtraction fact strategies in order to im-
prove fluency. We will also explore telling time, attributes 
of shapes and solving number stories.   
Students will continue to participate in co-teaching les-
sons involving fish as we prepare for parade day.  We will 
also be studying animal habitats and adaptations. Our fo-
cus in social studies will be on wants and needs as well as 
supply and demand. 
Please check your child’s blue folder daily for any im-
portant papers.  Also, read and sign your child’s agenda 
every night.  Remember to read with your child for 15 
minutes nightly and record on your child’s reading calen-
dar. Your child will be bringing his/her progress report 
home on March 1st.  Please contact your child’s teacher if 
a parent conference was requested. 

March is here and spring is right around the corner! In 
Prekindergarten we will begin our new six-week unit Ex-
ploring Museums. In this unit the students will learn 
about museums and collections. What they are, what they 
have inside, who works there, and how they work. There 
will be a focus on paleontology and medieval times. In 
math the students will be learning different forms of 
measurement such as weight, height and length. We will 
also continue to review 2D and 3D shapes. Students will 
continue to explore letters and the beginning sounds of 
words, to create exhibits, collections, and signs for the 
culminating project-a class museum!  

In March, we welcome our Artist in Residency, Suzanne 
Herbert-Forton. Each kindergarten class will have one 
session each day, March 4th-8th, to work on embroidery 
with our amphibian theme for the Animal Kingdom. If you 
would be able to help with your child’s class, please let 
your teacher know. We will be sending home a schedule so 
you know when your child’s class with be working with our 
artist. In reading, we are focusing on sounding out simple 
words when reading and writing independently. Please 
continue to practice the following sight words- all, but, 
from, have, his, on, said, that, there, was, with. In math, 
we will be focusing on comparing 2D and 3D shapes. We 
will be solving addition and subtraction word problems, as 
well as reviewing ways to decompose teen numbers.  

During the month of March we will be concentrating 
our reading on realistic fiction.  We will be writing 
our opinions of characters and favorite pictures and 
text in a book. We will have a Book Bistro during 
this month which will involve the children sharing 
books they have read with each other.  We will eat 
a snack, at candlelit tables, which we will prepare as 
a class.  
In math we will be working on a unit of addition of 3
-digit numbers and continue working on subtraction 
of 2-digit numbers, including word problems.  The 
children will continue working on becoming fluent 
with their addition and subtraction facts as they 
try to earn their way into the “Minute Club.”   
We will involve the children in numerous Spring ac-
tivities which will integrate math, reading, spelling, 
and language. Mrs. Barbara Barga, our 4-H repre-
sentative, will involve our students in a hands-on 
study of animal senses.   The students always have 
great fun learning with her! This will continue to be 
our emphasis in science. We will involve the stu-
dents in a study of communities for social studies. 
Please continue to read with your child every night 
and record the minutes on their reading calendar.  
Also, please replenish any school supplies your child 
may need.   

We can hardly believe that winter is almost over 
and spring will arrive this month.  We try to take 
the children outside for recess whenever the 
weather permits.  Please make sure your child is 
dressed for the changing weather.  
In Math, we have been working with fractions and 
multiplication strategies.  At this time your child 
has learned strategies for all 0-10 multiplication 
facts. In March, we will continue to work on mas-
tery of multiplication facts and solving number sto-
ries using all four operations. Mix it up at home by 
practicing math facts for multiplication, subtrac-
tion, and addition. Kids can play card games, use the 
ConnectEd game site online, or use flashcards for 
practice.  
Dates to Remember:  On March 29, 2019 we will 
be traveling to the Maryland Science Center, in 
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. Please make sure permis-
sion slips and payment for students and chaperones 
(if applicable) are turned in to your child’s teacher 
by Monday, March 11.  Children will need to be at 
school by 7:00 on the day of the field trip. The 
buses will leave promptly at 7:15. Please be here to 
pick your child up at 5:00 pm.  Chaperones that are 
joining us should park on the grassy area beyond 
the bus loop.  



 

 

Good Dolphin Character Makes a Difference! 

The character trait for the month of February was compassion.  There were several different ways our 

students showed they had compassion; such as, making sure a classmate receives a turn, picking up 

trash on the playground, opening the door for others, and helping a friend who was having difficulty put-

ting a puzzle together. 

I visited each classroom to begin the lessons on bullying using the Second Step Curriculum.  We learned 

how to recognize a bullying situation and how to refuse a bullying situation.  We will continue the lessons 

to learn how to refuse bullying and to understand bystander power. 

In the classrooms, our lessons have also been about accepting everyone.  I read the story We’re All Won-

ders by R.J. Palacio which shared a story about a boy who looked different (one eye, no nose, no mouth, 

no eyebrows and one ear was higher than the other) but enjoyed doing all the things we do.  We dis-

cussed how to choose a friend and the lists included someone who shares, someone who is kind, some-

one who plays nice, someone who helps others, someone who takes turns.  Then we discussed how the 

list never included someone who looks like me!  In response to the “choose kind” movement, we hope all 

students remember we all look different and our appearance does not make us a good friend or not.   

Congratulations to the following students for showing compassion to others.  In pre-kindergarten, those 

students are Zoey Jones, Riley Elliott, Jacob Moore and Weston Churchill.  In kindergarten, those stu-

dents are Avery Blank, Rylee Jarrett, Ashton Menning, Nash Williams, Knole Carey, Ava Dabrasky, Grey-

son DeJesus and Mason Klingensmith.  In first grade, those students are MacKenzie Ondo, Nolan Supe, 

Ava Goodwin, Liam Efford, Lily Groth, Finn Cook and Allison Chalmers.  In second grade, they are Airiana 

Parker, Kaylee Harbour, Dean Leto, Marissa Foracre, Audrey Smith, Shya Szewczyk, Ashton Seaton and 

Zoey Prestas.  In third grade, they are Paige Miller, Travis Davis, Cam Franklin, Kaydence Burrell, Peyton 

Ford and Mason Bolles. 

The character trait for March is perseverance. 

Sincerely,  

Chris Thompson 

School Counselor 

Ripley’s Believe It or Not Incredible Kid Award 

On February 27th, Audra & Braydon Ely visited Wonderful Willards to present all nominees the 

Ripley’s Believe It or Not Certificate and announce the Incredible Kid Award.  The following 

students were nominees for this award:  Owen McCoy, Brantley Dennis, Preston Caldwell, 

Liam Hill, Vayda Langdon, Jasmine Marshall, Gianna 

Hotton, Austin Kinhart and Oziel Moreno-Zamudio.  

Those students received a Ripley’s certificate and an 

individual pass to Ripley’s Believe It or Not in Ocean 

City, MD.  The following students were given the In-

credible Kid Award:  Calee Smith, Jillian Flower, Lilly 

Adkins, Zoey Prestas and Layne Holland.  Those stu-

dents received a Ripley’s certificate and a family pass 

to Ripley’s Believe It or Not in Ocean City, MD.  Con-

gratulations!  Mr. and Mrs. Ely are proud to announce 

they have completed many renovations and the chil-

dren’s interactive room is open to everyone! 



 

 

Media Memo

The ARTS are Happening at WWS!  

Read Across America Day    
On Monday, March 4 we will be celebrating  

Read Across America Day on.  That day will be Wear Red, 
White, & Black Day so students and staff can be like the 

Cat in the Hat and dress in red, white, & black on that day.  :) 
 

First graders will work with Ms. Alexander Feb. 25th-March 1st. The students will share 
what they learn in the residency on March 1st in the cafeteria at 1:45 pm. This residency is 
funded through fundraising efforts and our partnership with the Willards Lion's Club. 
 
Pre-K and K will welcome artist Suzanne Herbet-Forton March 4th through March 8th. She 
will be working on a fiber arts project that includes cutting, stitching and sewing. The stu-
dents will explore their animal study when creating their projects. The goal is for the stu-
dents to make a hat to be worn in our annual parade. If you can volunteer your time to help 
this week, contact your students’ teacher. This residency is funded in full by The Communi-
ty Foundation of the Eastern Shore. 
 
Third grade students will begin playing recorders on March 1st. Mrs. Brown asks that the 
$3.00 for this instrument be sent by February 28th.  

P.E. Reminder 

It is crucial for the safety of your student that they wear shoes appropriate for P.E., recess and the general 

safety at school. Over the last few weeks, some students have come in boots, ugg type boots, boots with heals 

and dress shoes.  

Below you will see the letter days your child has P.E.  

I hope this helps to get us all back on track!  

Thank YOU! ~Ms. Rittling 

A Day: Rhodes, Check, Thamert, Scholl, Spears and Dukes 

B Day: Simpkins, Stavely, Oliphant and Foster 

C Day: Jones, Check, Scholl and Briddell 

D Day: Thamert, Spears, and Rhodes 

E Day: Dukes, Dutton (morning), Oliphant, Stavely and Dutton (afternoon) 

F Day: Jones, Simpkins, Foster and Briddell 



 

 



 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

        

Progress 
Reports dis-
tributed 

Little Deb-
bie’s Fund-
raiser Begins 

B 1  2  3 

C 4 D 5 E 6 F 7 A 8  9  10 

B 11 C 12 D 13 

Spirit Day 
 
Bookmobile 
E 14 

School 
Closed—
Professional 
Day 

 15  16  17 

Little 
Debbie’s 
Fundraiser 
Due 

F 18 A 19 B 20 C 21 

Little Deb-
bie’s Fund-
raiser Pick 
up  

D 22  23  24 

E 25 F 26 A 27 B 28 

2nd Gr Del-
marva Discov-
ery Center 

3rd Gr Mary-
land Science 
Center 

c 29  30  31 

              

Upcoming dates to remember: 

April 4th-Bookmobile 

April 5th-School Closed-PD 

April 9th-PreK Field Trip 

April 10th-Report Cards Distributed 

April 11th-1st Grade Spring Concert 

April 12th-Spring Pictures 

April 15th-16th-3rd Grade Ropes Course 

April 18th-Bunny Hop/Spirit Day 

April 19th-22nd-Spring Break 

April 24th-PTA Elections 

April 25th-Bookmobile 

April 29th-May 1st-PARCC  Testing for 3rd Grade 

April 30th-PTA Meeting 

 

PreK/Kindergarten Residency/3rd grade Junior Achievement 


